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Friday October 11, 2013 Parents of Santa Clara County's Bay Area Magnolia Science Academy held the 
first Walkathon Fundraiser. There were many Chinese parents helping out with the event, like book fair, 
food court etc. Ying Ying Goh, a parent volunteer with the PTO, praised the Chinese community in this 
school for its involvement and support of its activities. Even though the Chinese students make up less 
than 20% of its population, whenever there is an opportunity to help in school activities, 99% of the 
Chinese families will show up to participate. 
 
Ms Goh expressed that due to the reduced funding for education from the State, the school requires 
additional funds for its operation. MSA offers many STEM curriculum options. The school is barely 3 
years in operation and the current facility requires refurbishments. So it requires parents' and students' 
support. Through the PTO's efforts, the school has been able to acquire some basic necessities, such as 
document cameras and a library.  
 
The students also work very hard for the school, said Nick Blozan, a parent volunteer and event emcee. 
He said that every child had been given a target of raising $200 from their neighbours, friends and 
community. Some students have even raised over $1000 each. The event's goal is to raise $100,000. 
 
As MSA's emphasis is on science and technology, the Walkathon will employ the use of RFID technology. 
Each child will wear a bib with a built in sensor, which record the laps completed by the child. The student 
and class with the highest number of laps will receive a prize. 
 
PTO President Sanjeev Gautam explained the PTO's role as assisting the school administration, 
discussing school progress and direction. This fundraiser will pay for laboratory materials and some 
curriculum.  
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